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• Methodology to reverse depopulation

• Ensures that all national, regional 
and local regulations are adapted to 
the different rural needs and 
demands

• It implies moving away from the 
urban-centric vision that governs our 
historical imagination 

History of Rural Proofing

• Cork 2.0. European Conference on Rural 
Development (2016)

The rural potential to deliver innovative, inclusive and 
sustainable solutions for current and future societal 
challenges such as economic prosperity, food security, 
climate change, resource management, social 
inclusion, and integration of migrants should be better 
recognised. A rural proofing mechanism should ensure 
this is reflected in Union policies and strategies

• Long-term vision for rural areas (LTVRA) (2021)

 

Instrument to guarantee the quality of life 
in depopulated areas  

What about Rural Proofing



The case of Spain

• Law 27/2022, of December 20, on the institutionalization of the evaluation of public policies 
in the General State Administration

Sixth additional provision. Rural Guarantee Mechanism

1. The Government will promote a Rural Guarantee Mechanism, ensuring the participation of 
stakeholders in its design and application

2. In any case, said Mechanism will include:

a. The incorporation of the evaluation of the effect of public policies on territories, the 
environment and rural society, in accordance with the provisions of article 2.1. of this law.

b. The development of a specific evaluation methodology that takes into account the principles, 
recommendations and tools proposed by the European Union in this field.



Rural Proofing and 
LEADER
Rural Proofing must place the rural 
population as a subject when creating 
legislation and public policies.

LEADER/CLLD community-led local 
development approach

It is essential that when starting this Rural 
Proofing Mechanism, the LEADER and the 
Local Action Groups maintain a leading role 
so that the actions carried out have a greater 
measured and coordinated impact.

How do we achieve a real 
implementation?

• Awareness policy

• Dialogue and sharing 
experiences

• Creation of practical material 
adapted to different actors

• Start up of specific bodies for 
follow-up and evaluation



National survey and awareness campaign 
!!! 30,000 receivers!!!

"Listening to the population: testimonies for the implementation of Rural Proofing"

166 contributions

REDR actions



National survey and awareness 
campaign



High level congratulations received for the initiative:

- Head of Cabinet Spain Presidency Pedro Sánchez
On behalf of the President of the Government: for us it is important that entities like yours make us participate in their proposals that will 

certainly enrich us and contribute to achieving more accurate needs that arise in our society.

-  Ministry of Social Affairs

- Ministry of Education and  Vocational Training

- Ministry of  Culture and Sports

- Ministry of Tax Authorities

- Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development

National survey and awareness campaign



Main concerns

Access to health services

National survey and awareness campaign

Digitalization and connectivity

Housing
Promotion of employment

and entrepreneurship



National, regional administrations; 
companies, third sector and civil 

Sharing of good 
practices and real 
testimonies 
(awareness 
campaigns)

Involvement of all 
administrative 
levels

Creation of 
national Rural 
Observatories

Involvement of 
the private sector 
with rural 
development

Being active in the 
consultation 
processes 

Advocacy at all 
levels

Contact with 
Internationals 
Organisations

Monitoring and 
measurement of 
impact

Recommendations



Thank you!
              Mjmurciano@redr.es


