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Background

Policy framework: the long-term vision for the EU’s rural areas (LTVRA)
and the revitalization of rural areas

Policy need: local actors in rural areas - with limited administrative
capacity - encounter challenges in finding, understanding, using and
combining EU funding opportunities Support to place-based policy in
rural areas

Target: local authorities and other stakeholders in rural areas
(municipalities, local action groups, smart villages, start-up villages,
NGQOs, business or other associations, SMEs, etc.)

Focus: funding opportunities, programmes initiatives by all relevant DGs
and agencies relevant for rural context
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Main info

The Rural toolkit iIs an online dashboard of

funding opportunities for rural development %ﬁ?ﬁi‘ﬁ"ﬁ )

Hosted under the Rural Vision platform

(together with the Rural Observatory) e
Multi-stakeholder validation: June 2023 3 ;;,;:g.;;*:ﬂ.,.ﬂm SR

wrban strategies, relevant smart specialisation strateges (smart speciaiisaton platform), Integrated
temona Investments (IT), CLLOALEADER, Smart Vilages, intefreg programmes, macro-regional
sirategies, etc.

Resources
& The toclkt Inciudes relevant handbooks and toolkifs considered of Inspiration (2.g. ENRD
LEADER Toolki, JRC SUD Hancbook and the Handbook of Termlioria and Local Development
- - Srategles, DG GROW gukde on EU funding for fourism , EAC guide on EU funding opportuniles for
L] cutural and creative sectors . the toolki on the use of EU Funds for the integration of peopie win
migrant background , SMartRuFal2 1 guicsbook How to become 3 smart viage' etc.). mors
-

Second multi-stakeholder validation: Oct 23

Official launch: February 2024 (date TBC)

Where it will be hosted: https://rural-vision.europa.eu/action-plan/cross- cuttlnq/toolklt
3 Commission |



https://rural-vision.europa.eu/action-plan/cross-cutting/toolkit
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There will be a Q&A
and glossary section
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Get inspired

EU funds and support mechanisms have already been implemented successfully in rural contexts
across the European Union. Explore a dverse range of practical examples, case studies and
inspiring stories, and gain insights inlo effective approaches and mterventions

n Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet,
The Rural Toolkit aims to help local authorities and stakeholders in rural areas to consectetur adipiscing elit. Nullam
identify EU funding initiatives aiming to revitalize communities and foster accumsan semper lorem, ac mollis
Resources development in these territories. The toolkit showcases examples of practices lacus fincidunt eu. Dus sceterisque
& The tooikit ncudes relevant Inspiration (e.g. ENRD supported by different EU funding initiatives and policies, which contribute to the diam eu fempus fringila. Lorem_'psum
LEADER Toolkit, JRC SUD Hancbook and the Handbook of Tentiorta and Local Development ) . dolor sit amet, comsectetur adipiscing
‘Stategles, DG GROW gukte on EU inding for tourism , EAC guide on EU funding opportuntes for four pillars of the Long-Term Vision for Rural Areas: Stronger, Connected, ) =
cutural and craative sectors , the toolki on the use of EU Funds for the integration of people win 3 elit. Nullam accumman semper lorem,
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Rural Vision » Rural Toolkit overview > Resources

About

Why a funding guide for rural areas?

While not explicitly designed for rural development, numerous EU funding programs and
initiatives can play a significant role in revitalising and enhancing the quality of iife in rural
areas. However, identifying the right source of funding or support and how to make the best
use of it can be challenging.

The Rural toolkit aims to facilitate local institutions, businesses, associations and individuals in

rural areas o navigate the diverse EU funding and support options, and to take full advantage
of them.

How is the Rural toolkit helpful?

The toolkit provides a unique entry point to all existing initiatives, with comprehensive
information on available resources, and explains why these are relevant for rural areas.

Pactical examples featured on the platform encourage knowledge sharing and peer leaming among
rural communities. The Get inspired section offers insights on ful initiati implemented

in rural areas across the EU. and on how to combine EU funds effectively to maximise their impact
and address specific local needs.

Within the toolkit, users will find a range of valuable resources including handbooks and guidance
on EU funding opportunities. These resources equip users and applicants with the knowledge and
tools needed to address the unigue challenges facing rural areas, with an effective, integrated and
place-based approach.

What funding opportunities are available?

The toolkit offers a gateway to various EU Funding and Financing initiatives, categorised into 3 main

groups:
Direct funding Open +
Indirect and shared funding Open 4
Financial instruments Open +
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Resources
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OV LEADER Toolk, JRC SUD Hancbook and the Handbook of Tertorial and Local Development
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Funding finder

Financing opportunities ( 28 )

EU level initiatives to which you can apply directly

SMP -
EUROCLUSTERS

Horizon Europe
Cluster 2

EUTeens4Green

JTP GROUNDWORK
and PFFRS

JTP GROUNDWORK

and PEERS

EU initiatives to which you can apply via your
National/Regional authority

European Solidarity

S AMIF

Erasmus+

EAFRD-ENVCLIM

EAFRD-ANC EAFRD-INVEST

EAFRD-KNOW

EAFRD-COOP

Tailor your search

What kind of rural stakeholder
are you?

Please select only one option

Academic institution

Association of civil society
Business/SME (including farmer)
Cooperative

Energy community

Individual citizen

Local Action Group

Local authority/Public entity
NGO

What type of activities are you
looking to fund?

What type of activities are you
looking to fund?

Which type of support are you
looking for?

Close —

Open +

Open +

Open +
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Get inspired

The Rural Toolkit 3ims to heip iocaf authorities and stakeholders 1 rural re3s 1o
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.
Explore a diverse range of practical examples, case studies and i;lanr?ng stories, and gain

insights into how EU funds and support mechanisms have al;@ty‘heen implemented successfully in

quis nostnad exercitation rural areas across the European Union. “‘
ulemco labors nisi ut PS4
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@ Monofunds @D Combination of funds Total 40 CID_02 X ID_18 X ID_22 X ID_11 X
.
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{ The toolkt provides EU finding for rural local i Jocal acton ‘ X Keywords o || X Funds v ‘
". groups, NGOs, business or other associations, SMES, smart vikages, start-up vilages etc.)
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B Finland
Norway
Stiernes Sti (The Path of Paths)
. " Sweden
Get inspired Russia
Estonia
EU funds and support mechanisms have already been implemented successfully in rural contexts - .> atviz @ Key,Intormation
across the European Union. Explore a dverse range of practical examples, case studies and (o
inspiring stories_and gain nsights into effective approaches and mlerventions Lithuania Country: Denmark
United Kingdom
Belarus
Germany Poland Location: Udby (Holbaek municipality)
sigm  ©® :
SR U“"‘“. e Jhgne Organisations: Turlandet Tuse Naes — non-profit organisation; The municipality of Holbaek— public authority
Resources Ulengage ¥ e oldous
Fance, (g i ais Budget: EUR 402,687
The tocikt Inciudes relevant Inspiration (2.9 ENRD ‘mmm g
LEADER Toolk, JRC SUD Handbook and the Handbook of Tentiortal and Local Deveiopment san Maro E0 o ine serbia’. @
Srategles, DG GROW gukie on EU lunding for fourism , EAC guide on EU funding opportunities for @ Honaco Montenegro Bulgage Funds/programme: EAFRD
cutural and creative sectors ., the tooikit on the use of EU Funds for the integration of peopie win 3 Ancols ttaly G s jeeorely
migrant background , SManRural21 quidebook *How o become 3 smart iage' etc.). mors Spain Abania Armenia
e s rortugal A e Rimajan  Timeframe: 20212023 .
° reece
-
als 2 shria Project website: Project website link :
Tunisia I fran -
Iraq -
Morocco Database link: Database link =
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Resources

This section of the Rural Toolkit collects detailed guides on the EU funding opportunities available in
2021-2027 for scme specific sectors: broadband, culture, education, energy, environment and tourism.
In addition, in this section it is pessible to find guidance on the integrated approach to local
development, with the final aim of helping rural ¢ ities in designing and impl

integrated strategies and projects (e.g. CLLDs and ITls).

EN Englisn

The Handbook of Territorial and Local Development Strategies

The Handoook of TerrRorial and Local Development Strategies provides valuadle nowleoge on
niow 90 0eEign 2nd Implement Integraed Siratagles I aNeEs OMET ME UDaEn. 1 Eims i sene
MENEgINg SUMrties of pertionsl programmes, ool sunoriies and 25 well 25 omer
‘StakEn0ioers Ivoked I e process

EU funding for Broadband

This brochure fesiures an ovendew of fhe funding and financtal fooks made aalizble by e
European Commilssion b boos! broaduand ivestment In Se Eurgpesn Uik, The goal ks o
achileve e amoRious targets o adance dighal transtmiation and Implement e viskon for
Europe it for e dighal age.

The CulturEU funding guide

The CuRurEL funding guide provides an ovenew of all EL programmes which are relaant for
e culural and crestive stakaholders, Inchuding key InfanTiation on who c3n 3pply and how, 35
‘well 35 e kinds of 3civiles supporied. The guide COvers opportunfiies linkad 1o e European
Commission’s flagshilp programme Creathve Europe, whilch will provide £2 44 billion of suppart
oross 20212027

EU funding opportunities for Education and Training

Thils guice provides a description of unding programmes and IRstnuments Mzt could suppart
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Launch Event 6 February 2024

Rural toolkit

Book on your calendar LAUNCH EVENT

On line event 10:30 — 12:00
(CET)

Check the page https://joint-
research-
centre.ec.europa.eu/events/rural- L
toolkit-launch-event-2024-02- | February
06_en for info and updates €028
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Thank you

Eleftherios (Terry) STAVROPOULOS
Eleftherios.stavropoulos@ec.Europa.eu
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